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Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 

 

In an update written several weeks ago, I explained the NYSDOH Micro-Cluster Yellow, Orange, 

and Red Zone testing requirements.  The initial law stated that schools in a Yellow Zone were 

required to test 20% of in-person students and staff each week for as long as the school remains in 

a designated Yellow Zone or be forced to transition to fully remote instruction.  This week, the 

testing requirements for schools within a Yellow Zone were changed.    

 

An amendment released this week states that schools in Yellow Zones must test 20% of in-person 

students and staff over the two-week period immediately following the announcement of a Yellow 

Zone designation.  If the results of the testing reveal that the positivity rate among the 20% tested is 

lower than the Yellow Zone’s current 7-day positivity rate, testing at that school will no longer be 

required to continue.  However, if the results of the testing over the first two weeks reveal that the 

positivity rate among in-person students and staff is higher than the Yellow Zone’s current 7-day 

positivity rate, the school will be required to continue to test 20% of the in-person population on a 

bi-weekly basis.  

 

If Remsen is placed within a designated Yellow Zone we will be allowed to stay open for in-person 

instruction provided that we are able to test 20% of our students and staff within the first two 

weeks.  As long as our results are better than the zone’s positivity rate, we do not need to perform 

any more tests for the duration of that specific Yellow Zone designation and we may remain open 

for in-person instruction provided that staffing and quarantining circumstances allow us to do so.  

If we are unable to test 20% of students and staff, we will be forced to transition to fully remote 

instruction for all students.   

 

Remsen is currently working to acquire tests and/or partner with BOCES/Health Care Providers to 

be prepared for the impending testing requirements in a designated Yellow Zone.  Our goals 

include receiving the free test kits provided by the NYSDOH and acquiring the ability to 

administer these tests on site during the school day.  Initially, it may be through BOCES or a 

partnership with a medical lab.  Ultimately, we are working to apply for a license that would allow 

us to order the free rapid tests and have our very own nurses administer said tests to 20% of 

students and staff when necessary.  This is all much easier said than done, there are many variables 

involved, and the requirements are likely to change many more times moving forward. 

 

While we would like to see the requirements change so that schools are allowed to stay open in a 

yellow zone without a mandatory testing requirement, we currently do not have that option.  If we 

are unable to test a random sample of 20% of our student and staff populations while in a Yellow 

Zone, we must transition to fully remote student learning. 

 

Remsen would like to get out ahead of this requirement and be prepared.  As such, we need to 

determine if we will have enough parental consents to test 20% of our in-person students if/when 

necessary.  The tests administered to our students would be the non-invasive type.  Students would 

simply have a swab placed in the base of their nose to be moved in a circular motion several times, 

and then the test would be complete. 
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Attached to this letter is a parental consent form for rapid COVID-19 testing of your child at 

Remsen Central School.  Please understand the following pieces of information as you consider 

signing the consent form: 

 

1) If we fall into a color zone that requires us to test students and staff, parents will be 

informed that testing is required to stay open for in-person learning and we will share 

detailed testing information, including a video demonstration of the test to be 

administered to our students. 

2) If your child is one of the random students selected for the 20% student-testing 

requirement, you would be informed that they were selected, when their test would be 

administered, and what their results were after the test was taken. 

3) No student without parental consent will be selected for testing. 

4) You may revoke your parental consent for COVID-19 testing at any time. 

5) If we do not have enough student participation to comply with the testing 

requirements, then the school district will be required to close for in-person 

instruction and proceed with remote instruction until the Yellow Zone designation is 

removed by the Governor’s office. 

6) By consenting to have the rapid COIVD-19 test performed on your child, you are 

authorizing the Remsen School District/medical laboratory partners to perform the 

rapid test, gather the data and to transmit the test findings to the Oneida County 

Health Department, NYSDOH and New York State Department of Education to 

assist with their efforts to control the spread of COVID-19.  You will be contacted by 

the school district nurse if your child’s test results are positive.  If your child’s result 

is positive, you will be informed to contact your child’s health care provider to discuss 

your child’s health care needs, whether further testing is recommended and 

quarantine restrictions. 

 

Please know that there is no guarantee that we would be able to stay open indefinitely while in a 

“Yellow Zone” even if we are able to test 20% of our students and staff.  Any positive test results 

would require quarantine and contact tracing procedures that could require a grade level, a building 

or the entire district to go remote for a period of time, but that period of time could be far less than 

the duration of the specified color zone designation.  In addition, favorable test results would allow 

us to stay open and continue to learn in-person without any further testing needed. 
 

Thank you for considering to sign the attached COVID-19 testing consent form.  Your consent 

could be the key to staying open for in-person learning as we continue to fight through this 

pandemic.  
 

We will continue to keep you updated with important information.  Those made ill by the 

Coronavirus are in our thoughts and we wish them a speedy recovery. 
 

Strength, perseverance, and kindness will see us through.  We are here for you to answer questions, 

provide support, and help in any way we can.  Thank you for continuing to screen your child each 

morning, for encouraging safe and effective hygiene practices, and for your continued support.  We 

couldn’t do it without you.  Our Remsen community is strong.  Together, we can get through 

anything. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Timothy Jenny 

Superintendent 

 

 


